
1 
 

Session 60  
Ki Tetzei – Faith Manifested 

22 August 2021 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjqpY7AcewM 

 
Ari 
Shalom, my friends.  Give me a wave if you can see me.  If you can hear me.  Good to see you.  
Good to see you, Brett, Sister Christophar, Cal and Ardelle, Betty.  Shalom, Everybody.  It’s so 
good to see all of you.  Hi Robin, good to see you.  So here we are.  Here we are, as always it is 
great seeing your faces.  I’ve been flipping through.  And I just love seeing all of you and putting 
your faces to the names and getting to know you.  Even if it’s only through this Zoom and email 
and WhatsApp.  If it’s still on these darn screens, it’s still fun to see you and get to know you.  
And because I’m not trying to minimize these mediums, because I’ve gotten to know many of 
you here in real ways.  Like real conversations, real sharing.  Particularly through prayer.  
Because when we share our prayers, what are we doing?  We’re opening up our souls.  We’re 
exposing our deepest dreams and our deepest desires and becoming vulnerable with each 
other.  And that’s one of the reasons, by the way, why I think that this is going to be such a 
special fellowship.  Because at the end of our session today, as we discussed, you’re all invited 
to stay on and join this prayer session.  When I say join it, you are it.  We are the prayer session.  
And we’re all going to pray for each other.  At least the people who have sent in prayer 
requests.  And maybe some of you will say, “wow, I really want to be a part of that next time.”  
But the prayer requests that have been sent in are very powerful.  And with HaShem’s help, I 
believe we’re going to be able to emerge from this session empowered and uplifted and even 
tighter knit then we are now.  Because knowing the members of this fellowship as I do, I have a 
feeling that it’s going to become a fixture.  And we’re going to do this quite often and it’s going 
to be really special. 
 
So, as I was saying, I love seeing all of your faces.  And every week, for some reason, one of the 
first faces that I see is that of a guy named Rick Ari.  Ironically, this week, it wasn’t the case.  He 
didn’t have his actual camera on, but he’s always front and center.  And maybe he stands out 
because he’s the only person I’ve ever met with the last name that’s my first name.  But 
whatever the reason is, Rick has made his way to the Holy Land and this coming Wednesday, 
we’re super excited that we’re going to be able to meet him in person.  He’s coming out to the 
Arugot farm with his family which is very exciting.  Because I see a little taste of what the future 
may hold and that we’ll be able to, please God, host many of you, if not all of you here on the 
farm.  And for those of you who may be thinking, “I don’t have the finances, the health, or it’s 
just not possible for me, it’s just never going to happen for me,” to you I say, “fight Amalek.  
Fight Him.  God is great.  Nothing is greater than God and I insist that we will all be able to be 
together in the hills of Judea, please God, Amen.” 
 



2 
 

As a matter of fact, this Thursday night, Jeremy and I were up late and brainstorming and 
dreaming, and imagining, and envisioning exactly that.  How we are going to take, please God, 
this fellowship to the next level.  Because I told you before, since the very beginning, I felt that, 
as holy and unique as it is right now, it’s destined to evolve to something bigger and greater 
than it is now.  I don’t think that it’s going to replace what we’re doing now, but it will be 
inclusive of it.  And there will be so much more.  And in my heart, I can’t shake the idea that 
wherever it goes, our mountain out here on the Judean frontier will be a fundamental part of it.   
 
You know, every week that goes by out here, it becomes more potent and more powerful, and I 
find myself just incredulous.  That I actually live out here.  That this beacon of light and 
inspiration and holiness, that I had something to do with it.  And that I get to fall asleep and 
wake up in the heart of it.  But it should be noted, if I’m going to be fair and give credit where 
it’s due, that when it comes to the farm, if it wasn’t for Jeremy, I wouldn’t be out here.  Because 
he was the first one out of the two of us.  And he stepped foot on the farm and I’ll never forget 
when he came to me and he said, “Ari, get in the car.  Get in the car right now.  I’m taking you 
to a place unlike anything you’ve ever seen.”   
 
And so, therefore, speaking of Jeremy, it’s my great honor to introduce him.  Which is what I 
need to do right now, because as all of you know, a student doesn’t speak before his Rebbe.  
And I do indeed have many things that I want to discuss with you today.  So I will delay no 
further and I will introduce my beloved friend and Rebbe, Jeremy Gimpel. 
 
Jeremy 
Hey fellowship.  It is just so good to be back on the farm, to be back in the Land of Israel.  I feel 
like I’m just receiving more and more light, more and more strength.  We’re getting back into a 
routine here and you know I’m preparing for the new year.  And I’ve been thinking over and 
over again, just our last session about setting our goals, and then just really thinking about our 
lives and the categories that we want to make for ourselves this upcoming year.  And I was 
thinking, “what is the next step?”  And just a beautiful spice cart falls into my life and her name 
is Tehila Gimpel.  And she tells me this amazing story.   
 

In 1911 and 1912, the great race to the South Pole 
happened.  Two teams, one from Britain, and one 
from Norway, went out to be the first humans to 
conquer the South Pole and to be the first people 
to reach the bottom of the planet.  And one team 
made it, the Norwegians, they were first.   
 
 

And one team, on the whole trek, the British sadly perished on the way.  But we have their 
journals, and we have all of their writings because they were found.  And in perfect timing, this 
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Torah portion we’re reading, ^yb,_y>ao-l[; hm'Þx'l.Mil; aceîte-yKi(, when you go out to war against 
your enemy.  Obviously, that’s not only talking about external enemies like the Taliban in 
Afghanistan.  That’s also talking about our internal enemies, the challenges and the obstacles 
that we have in our own life.   
 
And here we have this amazing story that just fell in my lap that I wanted to share with you.  
Why did one team succeed and one team fail?  They had two totally different strategies of how 
to win the war, how to go out and achieve what their mission was.  So, the British team, they 
went out and they brought horses.  And when the weather was good, they trekked far.  And 
when the weather was bad, they hunkered down.  And they moved and they went up and 
down, just no consistency.  When it was good, they went.  When it was bad, they stopped.   
 
The Norwegian team, they went out with dogs and they went out with a totally different 
strategy.  Their strategy was, every day, they’re going to move 15 kilometers.  And what’s 
amazing was that, I’ve been researching this story, and Tehila is the one that really brought this 
idea to light because most of the stories that I read don’t even talk about this strategy.  But to 
me, the strategy is the greatest lesson of this story.  Every day, the Norwegians went 15 
kilometers.  When the weather was good, 15 kilometers.  Ahhh, 15 kilometers, that’s not so 
much for a day.  They could have gone much more.  But they said, “no, 15 kilometers.  We’re 
going to set up camp, we’re going to rest, we’re going to rejuvenate.”   
 
Next day, 15 kilometers.  When the weather’s good, 15 kilometers.  When the weather’s bad, 
15 kilometers.  Just consistently moving forward, slowly and at a good pace.  And by the time 
they reached the South Pole and they came all the way back, they said it really wasn’t even that 
hard for them.  Where the British team, they went on a crash diet, and they went as fast as they 
could when the weather was good.  And when the weather was bad, they hunkered down and 
they didn’t move at all.  There was no consistency.  There was no routine, and on the way back, 
they perished.   
 
And what a lesson for us right now, because all of us are in this process now of really trying to 
start the New Year with a powerful trajectory.  To really set our sights on Zion.   
 

And when we do that, we get a Tzion, we get a grade.  How 
close are we to our ultimate good that we could really be in the 
world?  How could our marriage be, how could our children be, 
how could our lives be, how can our health be?  And once you 
set a mark, then you have a grade of where you’re standing with 

that mark.  So, the natural tendency is to go on a crash diet.  To learn 15 pages a day of 
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Gemara.  To go and set impossible goals that maybe you could achieve for a month, but then 
you’re going to fall out and the mission will not be accomplished. 
 
But here we have the amazing wisdom of the Torah. 

   !yBeî hf,Þ[]T; ynIëVeh; fb,K,äh; ‘taew> rq,Bo+b; hf,ä[]T; dx'Þa, fb,K,îh;-ta, 

`~yIB")r>[;h'( 
 
The first lamb, bring it in the morning, and the second lamb, bring it in the evening.  You don’t 
need to bring a thousand rams like King David bringing the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem.  
No, that’s for a major celebration.  But every day, consistency…one lamb in the morning, one 
lamb in the evening.  It’s not too big, it’s not too much, but it’s one step forward, one step 
closer.  How do we set up that mark of where we’re trying to achieve?  How do we go out to 
war?  Because it’s a war, it’s a battle.  We have to really like get strong to make sure that we’re 
disciplined.  If we want to get up early in the morning, we have to put on that alarm clock, wake 
ourselves up.  If we want to start exercising, put those earphones in and go out on a walk or go 
out on a jog.  It’s a little bit of work because our spirit has to overcome, has to win the battle 
over our body.   
 
And how do we do that?  Fifteen kilometers a day, slowly, consistently.  Every day, a little bit 
more.  Every day, a little bit more.  When it’s easy and you feel inspired, 15 kilometers.  When 
it’s not easy, and you’re not inspired, 15 kilometers.  When the sun is shining, 15 kilometers.  
When it’s raining a little bit, 15 kilometers.  That’s the way the Norwegians made it all the way 
to the South Pole and they made it all the way back.  And they said in their journals that they 
didn’t even feel like it was such a big challenge.  The journal though of the British team, the 
crash diets, and the extreme running and going and stopping and no consistency.  It was just 
impossible.  They perished on the way, so sad.   
 
But that is a lesson for us.  The Temple service is a physical manifestation of an internal 
teaching, an internal process.  It’s dramatizing on the outside what’s supposed to be happening 
on the inside.  And how do we develop a rich inner world?  How do we get it strong?  How do 
we build the Temple structure on the outside in order for God’s Presence to dwell on the 
inside?  One lamb in the morning, one lamb in the evening.  Slowly, but consistently.  Just 
taking a few steps forward in the right direction, on the path, as we’re keeping the halacha, as 
we’re walking in the light towards our Zion.  That’s the way to do it.  Don’t get overwhelmed.  
Don’t try to crash diet.  Don’t try to work three books a week.  No, just slowly.  Choose a book, 
read a little bit every day.  Slowly, but surely become stronger and stronger and that’s the way.   
 
How do we go out to war against our enemies?  One lamb at a time.  And so you should all be 
blessed, I’m really looking forward to next week.  Because next week we’re going to open up a 
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new map, a new way of seeing ourselves.  A new way of working on our inner worlds, and that 
will be a wonderful process right before the new year.   
 
So, thank you all very much and thank you for all of the blessings welcoming me back to the 
Land.  It’s funny because when I’m outside of Israel, I miss Israel.  And now that I’m back in 
Israel I miss seeing all of you that I saw outside of Israel.  So, it’s like I guess I’m just going to be 
in a constant state of yearning, of arugot, of la’arog, of constantly yearning to be close to those 
I love.  So I love the Land, I want to be back in the Land, I love the fellowship outside of the 
Land, I want to be close to them.  One day, we’re going to bring it all together.  The fellowship 
and the Land, all together in the mountains of Judea.  That’s my Zion.  That’s the dream.  So, 
slowly but surely, we’ll be working on that as well.  Alright, shalom. 
 
Ari 
Jeremy, that was beautiful, indeed beautiful.  And I feel like you may have just sabotaged my 
self-sabotage.  Because that’s my thing that I do.  I aim super super-dooper high, unrealistically 
high, and then I mess it up and then I say forget the whole thing.  Then I’m eating Ben and 
Jerry’s late at night because I’m a Zionist.  And that’s what Zionists do, if you remember like 
four sessions ago.  But either way, if you’re saying what I think you’re saying, Jeremy, then I’m 
in.  We need to make a trek to the South Pole together.  Let’s make it happen!  Me, Shaena, 
D’vash, you, Tehila, the kids…let’s go to the South Pole. 
 
Either way, you know, I was thinking about what Jeremy said and I was like, you know what?  If 
I was to just do my 15 kilometers a day, cause I have a lot of things that I’m really trying to do, 
to take up take upon myself, to return to God physically and spiritually.  But if I were to just 
choose one, and this is exposing myself a little bit, but the truth is, I think the one thing that I 
would choose, my kvas echad taseh b’boker, it would be to disconnect and shut off my phone 
past seven at night.  Seven at night I shut it off.  And I’ll tell you why it is.  Because that’s when I 
have found that my brain just shuts off.  And I need podcasts or shiurim, you know Torah 
classes.  It’s not like I’m doing bad things with it, but while I’m doing other things, I’m listening 
because my brain needs that input.  But it’s exactly that input that’s preventing me from sitting 
and thinking and reflecting on what I really need to do in my life to come close to God.  So, I’m 
putting it out there to all of you that this coming week…. I’m not saying that I’m going to do it 
until the end of Elul or for the rest of my life, but this coming week, until our next fellowship, 
seven P.M., phone on airplane mode.  That’s it.  Unless Shaena needs me for something, of 
course, “unlesses”… there beginning.  Either way, that’s what I’m taking upon myself.  So, and I 
would love to hear what you’re taking upon yourself if you are.  I don’t know how this Elul is 
going for you. 
 
But as I was preparing this fellowship and I was reading the Torah portion, it struck me how 
deeply tied into the Torah portion is the concept of tshuva.  Right, it’s repentance, of return.  
But then, as I was really reflecting on it, I realized that I really think that no matter what the 
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Torah portion was, I would be saying that.  Because really the entire Torah at the very deepest 
level, that’s what the Torah is, right?  The Torah is a living teaching on how to come close to 
God and how to return to HaShem.  That’s why it’s called an etz ha’chayim, a tree of life.  This is 
in Mishlei, in Proverbs.   
 

And those that grasp it are happy.  I’m not going 
to tell you the whole verse because the relevant 
part, I always understood this to mean that in the 
Garden of Eden as we all know, we were not 
supposed to eat from the etz ha’da’at, right?  
From the tree of knowledge of good and evil.   
 

We’re supposed to eat from the etz ha’chayim, the tree of life.  But the fruit of that tree was 
given to us in the form of the Torah.  Once we were expelled from the Garden, the fruit of that 
tree is the Torah.  And by cleaving to the Torah, to the Word of the living God, that is our way 
back into the Garden. 
 
By the way, I’m not sure that what I’m saying is true.  I’m just telling you my experience, my 
feeling that I’ve had about it for such a long time.  And that’s why I think that this week’s Torah 
portion is Ki Tetzei, which falls out during these days of return, of tshuva, when the King is in 
the field.  Because the Torah portion of this week is packed with so much wealth and goodness 
and depth and meaning.  I’m not kidding, we could easily spend the entire fellowship just on 
the first verse of the portion, which we’re sort of, I think going to do.  Let alone the 74 mitzvoth.  
Seventy-four!  Right?  In the email, I told you.  That’s the amount of commandments.  Seventy-
four commandments in the Torah portion.  That is more than any other Torah portion in the 
entire Torah.   
 
And you know, there’s something about it, when I think sometimes about the infinite quantity 
of Divine wisdom, it really used to get to me.  It used to intimidate me.  I remember that my 
friend, Mordecai, once showed me a massive volume.  It was like an encyclopedia.  The width of 
like three encyclopedias put together.  And it was called the Tikunei haZoar on Sefer Bereshit.  
The Tikunei HaZoar.  And the whole volume was just on the word Bereshit.  Bereshit, in the 
beginning.  The whole volume was just on that word!  Not on the Torah book or the portion, 
but just that word.  That’s right, the first word of the Torah.   
 
And I remember feeling demoralized when I saw it and I was thinking that I could spend my 
entire life in solitary confinement which sometimes sounds intimidating and sometimes sounds 
a little like a fantasy but I know it’s not.  But I could study the Torah sixteen hours a day and not 
even scratch the surface of what there is to learn.  And I remember thinking, why even try?  
And I had that conversation with Mordecai.  And he really shared with me a liberating 
epiphany.  That the goal is not to learn it all or to finish it all or to even have the goal of finishing 
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it all because you’re just going to be disappointed.  The goal is to be immersed in it.  And if I 
spend my entire life studying the first verse of the Torah, not only studying it, but living it and 
applying it, well that could be a life very well lived.   
 
And I share this with you because I believe that the realization I had, that he shared with me, 
that this world is not about the destination, but the journey, well that’s a fundamental part of 
the tshuva process.  Actually, my wife bought me a book, written by a beloved friend and rabbi 
of mine, his name is Rabbi Judah Mischel.  And it’s called Baderech, on the way, on the journey.  
And that’s a big part of the book, but it’s just been like marmalade on my neshamah, on my 
soul.  It’s just been so special.  We should really somehow try to get a way to get you guys this 
book.  It was so good.   
 
But it’s about the journey back to the Garden.  For the sages share with us a teaching about the 
tree in the Garden that it’s a precious and dear teaching to me because it’s such a part of the 
way I see the world.  And I’ve shared it on the fellowship before and I probably will share it 
again because it’s so fundamental to living a life of walking with HaShem.  And what’s the 
teaching?  So the sages say that the bark of the tree in the Garden of Eden had exactly the same 
taste as the fruit of the tree.  That it’s only after our expulsion from the Garden that the bark 
became a tasteless, inedible means to the end.  And what is the end?  The end is the fruit.  And 
the means is the bark and the branches and the rest of the tree.  But living our lives with 
Mashiach eyes, with eyes of redemption, we realize that the truth is that the journey is the 
destination.  That the bark of the tree and the fruit of the tree really have the same taste.  And 
that if we live that way, we can really live like in the garden, we can live in the times of 
redemption.  When we realize that the two - the journey and the destination are really one in 
the same.  I don’t know if that made any sense to you.  If it didn’t let me know, send me a 
message.  I’ll try to elaborate on it further.   
 
With that being said, I opened up to the first verses of this week’s Torah portion and it talked 
about going to war.  And seeing a woman in captivity.  And if the soldier desires her, then he 
brings her into his house and she shaves her head and she grows her nails, and then only after 
that, then he can marry her.  And so when I read that, it was clear to me that I would start the 
fellowship by claiming that those two verses perfectly describe how my wife Shaena and I met.  
But I’m not going to say that because Shaena said that it would be inappropriate.  So I’m not 
going to start that way.  But it’s a family tradition, I had to say it.  Because I remember clearly 
that when this week’s Torah portion arrived every year, my father would explain to my sisters 
and I, exactly that that’s how he met my mother.  So…what can you do?  It’s hard to fight 
genetics.  We have this… Abramowitz men have a historic weakness of resisting a funny line, if 
there’s even a chance for a laugh.  Doesn’t matter what the downside is.  So, I hope you 
thought that was sort of funny.  
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But anyways, these verses really the description of what the soldier has to do and bringing her 
back and she’s weeping over her family, it’s like shocking, it’s confusing.  But I’ll tell you, seeing 
the horrors of the Taliban right now.  The systematic rape in which every family with a girl over 
the age of 12, I don’t know if you heard this, needs to tie a cloth to their door so the Taliban can 
come and take their daughter from their house to have as a wife or a sex slave or whatever the 
difference is between the two.  I’m sorry if I’m getting graphic, but it’s just important that we 
really know the evil that we’re facing right now in the world.  And if they don’t do that, she’ll 
just be murdered.  I know that it’s like a lot to discuss here, but it’s the reality of our world.  
 
And this isn’t just the Taliban.  War and rape have always been intertwined until this very day.  
And the Torah says to the nation of Israel, not you.  Not you, not my holy nation.  I understand 
that you’re human beings and that the war arouses this deep-based desires.  Even yours, you’re 
a human being.  But if you desire such a thing, this is the only way to do it.  And you’ll have to 
marry her.  And while it may sound barbaric to modern sensibilities, in truth it’s created the 
most humane of any nation.  As a matter of fact, I remember that there was a time when I was 
in the army and there were these articles coming out in international newspapers saying that 
this study, that the Israeli army has exponentially far, far less rape than any other army in the 
history of the world.  Right?  Or at least in modern times.  But I’m sure it’s true for the history of 
the world.  And this article said that this unparalleled lack of rape by IDF soldiers was proof in 
itself that the soldiers were racist.  Because the only reason they wouldn’t do such a thing is 
because they see Arabs as inferior.  It would be funny if it weren’t true.  Only Jews could get 
condemned for not doing such an evil act.   
 
But let’s take a step back and focus on the very first verse.   
 

 
 
Alright, so we understand that the Torah is talking about going to war.  But this is another 
situation where the English translation simply doesn’t do it justice.  You just miss an important 
nuance that’s really not such a nuance.  In the translation, it’s defined as when you go out to 
war “against” your enemies.  But in the Hebrew, it doesn’t say “neged al oyvecha,” which would 
be translated as going out to war “against your enemies,” but it says “al oyvecha,”  which I 
guess you could translate as when you go to war “above your enemies” or “on top of your 
enemies.”  Because while it’s true that on the simplest level this is to be understood that the 
nation of Israel is going to war against their enemies, meaning the nations that are seeking to 
destroy us, which they’re always, always, have been throughout history.  Not one generation 
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has there not been.  But we know that the words of the Torah are always true and they always 
apply to us wherever we are in time or space.  And so the overwhelming majority of rabbis and 
sages spend the lion’s share of their focus on this verse, on this part of the verse, that focusing 
on the deeper enemy that we’re going to war against.  That we’re always going to war against.   
 
And who is that?  That’s right.  It’s our yetzer harah.  It’s our evil inclination.  The evil inclination 
that is the venom of the snake from the Garden of Eden, whose trickery, whose sinister trickery 
was through his bite infused within us the negativity, the evil inclination was on the outside of 
us.  But when we ate from that tree, it became a part of us.  And so, if we’re going to have any 
chance at defeating this age-old nemesis of ours, this evil inclination, it can only be done, ma’al.  
From above.  From a heavenly, spiritual perspective, by turning to HaShem.  Because without 
HaShem’s help, we really don’t have any chance.  
 
As a matter of fact, the Orach Chayim, he explains that the war that the first verse of our 
portion is talking about, it’s to be understood as a description of man’s life on earth.  That our 
entire life can be seen as one long, drawn out, protracted war against the evil inclination.  A war 
that begins when we enter the world and only stops when we leave the world.  And Rabbi 
Weiss goes on to say that when you go out to war, those words of the portion, it’s just a 
different way of saying, when you are born.  How powerful is that?  Let that sink in for a 
moment.  The minute we are born, that war begins. 
 
And with that ultimate, internal enemy who we go out to war against from the first day of our 
lives, is the yetzer hara, the evil inclination within us.  Then what is the external manifestation 
of that ultimate enemy?  So many of you could probably say it with me.  Particularly if you’ve 
been with us from the beginning.  That’s right.  Amalek.  We started off by saying, Amalek, and 
Amalek is just…because there’s the Ammonites and the Hittites and the Moabites, but there’s 
something about Amalek that is simply deeper, mystical, transcendent, that it is different than 
all other enemies.  The Torah treats it differently than all other enemies.  After all, the 
Egyptians had genocide against us, but what does the Torah say?  Don’t hold a grudge against 
the Egyptians because you were a stranger in their land.  The Amalekites didn’t do nearly that 
much damage to us at all.  There’s something about them that’s different.   
 
And so the week’s Torah portion brings them up and it really cuts into the narrative of all these 
commandments that are being taught.  And it ends the entire portion by evoking the name of 
Amalek.  In the very last verses of the portion.  And so, as we all know, the conclusion of 
something is often the summation of the central ideas.  I think that’s why the portion ends with 
Amalek.  This is how the portion ends.   
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That’s powerful.  You know 
we’ve spoken about Amalek so 
many times throughout this 
fellowship.  I remember in the 
past we discussed how they’re 
an external manifestation, this 
sort of outside gauge of the 
spiritual health of the Jewish 
people.   

 
We discussed how the Torah tells us that Amalek attacked the weak, the stragglers from behind 
us.  And how we would have only allowed our weak to be straggling behind us if we bought into 
the whole Amalek idea.  If we were afraid of Amalek, if we believed that the key to our survival 
was our speed, or our strength and that they had some sort of independent power and they 
threatened us.  But if we understood that the keys to our strength and our faith is in HaShem, 
and in our love for each other.  If we didn’t buy into the whole Amalek idea and if we saw right 
through it, then even if Amalek is chasing us and attacking us, if we go as slow as we need to go 
to make sure that our weakest and most vulnerable are amongst us, that they’re loved and 
protected, then it doesn’t matter how slow we are.  We would not be vulnerable to their 
attack.  We’re only vulnerable when we allowed the weak to become stragglers in the first 
place.  We’re only vulnerable because we believed in the illusions of this world.  That the 
strength is in weapons and in numbers and in might and not as we know, in our faith in 
HaShem.  And that’s why on some level, all of the commandments in the Torah are a 
commentary or at least a different dimension of that truth. 
 
Let’s take for example the commandment not to take interest that’s in this week’s Torah 
portion.  I didn’t make a slide for it.  But we’re not allowed to take interest, right?  You can’t 
lend money and then ask for more money back in return over time.  And why is that a 
manifestation of Amalek?  Because when we take interest, what are we essentially saying 
through our actions?  Right?  Who we are speaks so much louder than what we say.  So, what 
are we doing?  What are we saying when we take interest?  That our livelihood is in our hands.  
And that we need to do what we need to do in order to get it.  Even if that means capitalizing 
on our brother’s misfortune.   
 
One of the words for interest is neshek which comes from the word “biting.”  Because that’s 
what taking interest is.  It’s taking a biting, a bite out of our brother’s livelihood.  Making our 
living at his expense.  And making a living by taking interest is also just not spiritually healthy for 
the same exact reason.  Because it gives the illusion that somehow, we have our sustenance 
secured.  We have this fixed monthly income.  We could put our guard down a little bit, we feel 
some stability, we don’t have to pray quite as hard.  And there have been sages of Israel who 
have gone to great lengths not to ever have that feeling of security because we all try to do it.  I 
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try to do it, we all try to secure our destinies in some way, our financial destiny, specific.  But 
that thought is an illusion and it’s dangerous and it’s unhealthy and it’s a sign that you’ve been 
attacked by Amalek in exactly that way.   
 
Another example would be the commandment against having two different sets of weights.  So 
this is in chapter 25 of Deuteronomy.  It’s really right before the Amalek part. 
 

So what does that mean?  Why would someone 
have different weights?  It used to be that when you 
had, if you walked around if you were like in 
commerce, or maybe everyone did…you had a one-
pound rock, let’s say.  And you put a pound of 
produce on the other side of the scale and that you 

knew you had one pound of produce when it was exactly balanced against the rock.  But 
dishonest store keepers would have a rock that was slightly lighter than the pound and 
therefore would sell less produce for the price of that pound.  Just cheat a little bit.  Why?  To 
get a little bit more money.  Because that store keeper believed that there’s not an eye that 
sees.  There’s not a judge that is seeing everything we do.  They believed that their income is 
determined by their actions.  By the labor of their hands.  And we know that it’s really not.  We 
could get ill-gotten gains.  But then, HaShem will find someway to take that out from us.  Some 
parking ticket, some thing and it’s really not in our hands.  It’s in Hashem’s Hands.  And that 
right there, harboring that doubt, that your living, anything in your life really is in your own 
hands is a blemish in your faith and that is another sign of the Amalek within you.  And when I 
say “within you,” there’s literally not one word that I am reading that I’m not thinking through 
the year and thinking, “yes, I have fallen prey to that very thing.”   
 
And I consider myself a Jew of faith.  I talk to God all the time, but it’s just so easy.  That’s the 
war that we’re fighting against.  So, I sort of want to bring it together now with the teaching of 
the Tiferet Shmuel.  He reads about this verse on Amalek in a different way.  Now let’s revisit 
the verse, the last verse which we saw before on Amalek: 
 

 
 
Now the Tiferet Shmuel says that we must erase that notion that things happen “mitachat 
lashamayim,” from under the heavens.  Right?  That’s such a beautiful way to read it.  Erase the 
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name of the memory of Amalek from under the heaven.  We have to erase that notion that 
things happen “mitachat lashamayim,” under the heavens.  We must always remember every 
moment of our lives that everything that happens is “lamalah minshamayim.”  That everything 
that happens is from above the heavens.  And whatever is decreed above will occur below.  
That’s what it means to wipe out the memory of Amalek.  That we’re wiping out doubt from the 
world.  That we’re wiping out doubt from our own hearts.   
 
And that’s why there’s so many commandments.  Because we need to be surrounded by them.  
On our garments, on our homes, in our conversations, on our bodies themselves.  Because this 
world was created in a very convincing and compelling way.  And we need to fight the forces 
that are trying to convince us that everything is just a coincidence.  That the perception of 
duality in this world is indeed the reality.  And we can never forget, even for a moment, that 
there is a God.  And He runs the world.  Maybe this sounds repetitive to you, but welcome to 
the life, to a Torah life.  Where you say the Shema, these mantras every day, Hear O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is One.  Day in and day out, morning and night.  We have to say, we 
have to remember.  Because it’s easier said then done to remember.  The Torah is filled with 
our greatest patriarchs and matriarchs living lives of faith, yet forgetting, at least for some 
moment in their lives, the ultimate truth of HaShem.  And we see the consequences of those.   
 
For example, I’m thinking Moses, right?  When he said, he lost his temper and said, “you 
rebels.”  Or Joseph, when he said to the baker, “remember me to Pharaoh.”  Right?  We say 
that he was actually, his prison sentence was extended because he was putting his faith in flesh 
and blood.  And so, just for a moment, you just forget for a moment, that’s what we’re here for.  
That is the ultimate mission.  To be living witnesses whose lives testify to the truth of God’s 
Oneness. 
 
And so I want to share with you this beautiful video that I filmed on the farm last week.  And it’s 
of an event that could be seen, possibly, with both sets of eyes.  It’s hard to imagine really, but 
it’s true.  But if we see it with the right set of eyes, the true set of eyes, it’s a testimony to the 
prophetic times in which we’re living.  And it’s a testimony to the greatness of the power of 
tshuva, of repentance.  So check this out. 
 
Video 
 
Ari 
This world is all about the eyes through which you see it.  Through one set of eyes, it’s a 
Wednesday morning at about 10 A.M.  Through an all together different set of eyes, the 
moment that we’re in right now is being chiseled into the fabric of Jewish history and Jewish 
destiny.  So my dear friend, Nate Waller, who you’re going to meet very soon.  And a group of 
his friends from HaYovel, are planting trees out here on the Arugot Farm.  Now to the naked 
eye, they may look like a bunch of bearded settlers, you don’t really see them right now, but 
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you’ll see them soon.  But come even closer and you’ll realize that they’re a group of Christians 
who’ve come from around the world with a mission of serving Israel.  And so many of them 
have become like family to me.  Nate, himself, who’s right now driving that tractor, he’s like a 
brother.   
 

And what has my brother Nate brought today?  
We’ve got oak trees, we’ve got pear 
trees….what other type of trees do we have?  
Matt Tanner, get over here. 
 
 
 

Matt 
Cypress, Syrian Ash. 
 
Ari 
So let me ask you a question.  We’ve got Nate that’s working that machine over there.  You’re 
drilling into the mountain.  Now, I want to explain to our friends out here that are watching this 
about the groasis technology.  Because it’s not just a tree that you’re planting.  You know, Israel 
has brought drip irrigation to the world.  We have…what do we have?  We have here at the 
Arugot Farm, 5,000 trees.  All different types, but we’re on the cusp of the desert.  So if we’re 
on the cusp of the desert, how in the world do we have 5,000 trees?  Well drip irrigation which 
has allowed us to bring the desert to life and to bring green to the whole desert and to the 
whole world.   
 

Africa, lands that were arid and parched now have 
sustenance for people around the world. 
 
But this is even cooler, in some ways.  So can you 
explain about this technology.  Step over here. 
 
 
 

Matt 
It’s a box that you just put around the tree.  It gathers 
condensation, it gathers dew from the air.  It’s inside, 
like beneath the ground, so it’s ground temperature 
inside the box.  And then the temperature difference 
between the ground and the air produces condensation 
which gathers that condensation and puts it on the 
tree. 



14 
 

Ari 
So bottom line is, you’re able to put water into this thing and how long can you walk away from 
it without watering it again? 
 
Matt 
You leave it for a year and then you come back and take the boxes off.  They’ll still be full, but 
you take the boxes off and then the tree grows from there.  By a year, it should have its roots 
deep enough to sustain itself.   
 
Ari 
What in the world has motivated you to fly around the world and dedicate your lives to doing 
this?  Tell me about it. 
 
Matt 
Because the Bible doesn’t have anything talking about farming in America.  It’s all about Israel, 
it’s about the restoration here, it’s about sin, land to come back to life.  So that’s what we’re 
here for. 
 
Ari 
So here we are with my friend and my brother, Nate Waller, who has brought this team out 
here that you’ve seen planting these trees in this new groasis technology.  We had Matt Tanner 
explain it a little bit.  But in layman’s terms, really quick, without going into all the details, tell 
me what’s really happening here. 
 
Nate 
What’s really happening is, we’re restoring the heartland of Israel.  That’s really what’s 
happening.  Bottom line, the heartland is turning into the Garden of Eden.   
 
Ari 
Ok, so tell me a little bit about your personal, not necessarily about HaYovel, but your personal 
motivation here and waking up at 5:30 A.M. every morning.  Training your sister over there, 
your sister!   
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Nate 
You know, for me, it’s really ideological, ok?  That’s really the bottom line.  Everything I believe 
is happening right here in the heartland of Israel.  That’s why I’m here and that’s why I do it.  
You know, it’s about seeing the Word of God, that I believe is the Word of God, happening right 
in front of my eyes.  That’s the bottom line and that’s why I get up at 5:30 in the morning.  To 
tell you the truth, I’m not a morning person.  I’m a late-night guy.  I can stay up late.  But to get 
up at 5:30 in the morning to go plant trees, to see the Land of Israel restored, and to see the 
words that the things that the prophets saw, actually happening in our day. 
 
Ari 
I’ll tell you that while I’m looking at this right now, I was just thinking about the desert 
blossoming.  Right?  And we just know those words and I always just sort of read it as some sort 
of miraculous thing happening.  You know like we would come back and all of a sudden before 
our eyes there would be like a time capture of like you know, the desert just turning green.  
And now that I’m watching this, I’m realizing this, it’s not some sort of miraculous, abstract 
thing.  It’s actually happening with this little skidster, with these holy people, non-Jews, 
Christians that are coming here and it’s been, you know, there’s been a lot of push back.  A lot 
of challenges you guys have faced doing this, right?   
 
Nate 
Not near as many as you.  You know over the years you’ve seen a lot of push-back.  It’s the least 
we can do.  I say, that the nations are actually the ones who destroyed it.  So, the nations need 
to take responsibility and come back and restore it.  And we actually did the physical labor of 
cutting down the trees, and destroying the trees, and destroying the Garden of Eden that was 
here.  Maybe there were other reasons for it that God had, but we actually did the work.  So we 
need to do the work to bring it back. 
 
Ari 
Well, what strikes me right now is we’re in the month of Elul and this is the month of 
repentance, right?  And to hear you say, “we” knowing that you’re 28 years old, you yourself 
didn’t do it.  But you’re saying “we,” and you’re owning so much of the horror and destruction 
that’s happened to the Jewish people throughout history.  Is that a form of repentance for you?   
 
Nate 
Absolutely, absolutely.  You know repentance is turning around and going the opposite 
direction.  I think that’s really what our heart is.  Is to do exactly opposite of what the nations 
have done for 2,000 years.  You know the prophets talk about the nations…there’s a lot of 
negative prophecies about the nations.  But there’s also positive.  The nations are going to 
come and serve and bless and help.  And that’s what we want to do. 
 
Ari 
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So, what is the primary prophecy in your mind that you’re fulfilling right now? 
 
Nate 
Oh….primary prophecy.  A huge one, Ezekiel 36, that’s like my theme chapter right there.  
Where it says,  
 

I mean, you look around here, there ain’t many 
people living out here.  Not many Jews and not many 
Arabs, either.  There’s not many people living right 
here and they’re barren.  So, the mountains need to 
shoot forth their branches, because their children are 
coming home.   
 

 
Ari 
That is so beautiful, Nate Waller.  And you know what?  For me, one of the ones that really 
stand out is Zechariah chapter 2, right?  It says, “and the righteous of the nations will attach 
themselves to the House of Israel on that day and they will be for me like a nation.”  To me it 
doesn’t feel like you’re some Christian in Tennessee.  It feels like you’re my brother, and indeed 
you are. 
 
Nate 
Absolutely.  I feel like we’re brothers in this.  And I feel like we both have a role.  We both gotta 
do it.  Just like in a family.  Each brother, you know, does different things in the family and 
that’s the same here.   
 

(Ari blowing the shofar) 
 
(end of video) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ari 
How beautiful is that?  Right?  First of all, Caleb Waller, I think you’re still here with us right 
now.  Where were you?  I don’t know if you know Caleb, he’s part of the fellowship, he’s here 
with us every week.  And we miss you.  We miss you here in Israel, brother.  I know you’re on 
your journey over there and you’re collecting whatever sparks you’re collecting, but on a selfish 
front, I hope your journey leads you back here soon.  And not only Caleb, but all of you.  
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Because you know, I was watching that video with you and hearing the shofar that was blown, 
when I blew that shofar, really the reason that I blew that shofar, I wasn’t aware, I wasn’t 
conscious of it, I just wasn’t able to do it in my prayers that morning.  So I thought I would do it, 
I had to run out to greet the group, so I would just bring it.  But then as I’m watching it, I’m like, 
wow, I’m actually blowing the shofar as the nations of the world are in Judea and planting trees 
and making the desert blossom as the words of the prophets said.  Declaring the shofar, that 
was God’s desire, even if I didn’t know that I was doing that.   
 
And so, having all of you out here is really a deep desire that I think that we have and that 
HaShem has.  I mean, how much do you just want to come to the farm and see those holy 
trees?  I look at them and they’re just these tiny little saplings in this little contraption.  And I 
just bless them and I just am so eager.  It’s one of the motivations I have, other than D’vash and 
Shaena and God, to like take really good care of myself so I can see these trees grow.  The trees 
that we’ve planted at the farm.  I’ll tell you, the more time that goes on, those brief moments 
where the light of redemption is shining on our mountain in Judea and in the whole Land of 
Israel, but I can just speak about our mountain on a personal level.  Those brief moments are 
getting longer and more frequent.  And they’re becoming more palpable, they’re becoming 
more real.  When you’re out here, you can’t help but just to feel the power of redemption 
unfolding.   
 
And the words of the prophet Isaiah, that he proclaimed in this week’s Torah portion, the 
Haftarah.  Right?  The Haftarah portion is the portion that the prophets read.  As I was reading 
through them and it was just such a comfort in declaring God’s love for the nation of Israel and 
what would happen in Israel during Messianic times that are coming to shape, to life before our 
eyes.   
 
So, I wanted to play this video for you before I give you the blessing and we launch into our 
prayer session together.  Don’t forget to hang on for that, ok?  Because we’re going to have a 
prayer session together that’s really special for those of you that can be a part of it.  I wanted to 
play this beautiful music that was created by our dear friend, Shlomo Katz, in which he takes 
chapter 54, verse 10 from the book of Isaiah in this week’s Haftarah portion and he breathes 
life into it in a way that only he can. 
 
(song)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUOv588cOVM  
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Isaiah 54:10 An everlasting love, I have loved 
you, for this I have drawn you, with My Love.  
For the mountains will crumble and the 
hillsides will fade away, but my love for you 
will not end. 
 
 
 

Ari 
How beautiful was that?  Right?  An everlasting love.  I’ve loved, I’ve drawn you with my love.  
The mountains will crumble and the hillsides will fade away, but my love for you will not end.  
You know, for some reason, it just touched me.  I needed exactly that, cause I found that I was 
getting wound up in this whole tshuva thing, this whole repentance thing.  And I was getting 
wound up.  Am I failing?  Am I not failing?  Am I doing it right?  Am I wasting time, like the old 
normal way of thinking of things was just falling back into my brows, falling back into it.  And 
then when I read that verse and I heard Shlomo sing it, it was just like you know, even if we 
mess up, by our own judgment of course, it doesn’t really matter, right?  HaShem loves us.  
Even if we totally mess up and we don’t try as hard as we could, we wanted to try as hard as we 
could.  HaShem loves us and He’s…yes, He’s the judge, that’s true, but He’s also our Father, 
right? 
 
That’s a little secret.  Our Father is the judge and He loves us not matter what.  And so, that just 
sort of…I was able to just take a breath, you know, and say, ok.  Ok, that’s just something I 
needed right now and so let’s, let us turn to our Father for each other because we’re family.  
And when we petition for ourselves, that’s one thing, but when we petition for each other, 
that’s even more beautiful.  And I think it gives our Father even more joy.   
 
You know, my whole family came together this Shabbat.  And it was a little bit of a 
dysfunctional Shabbat, that’s the truth.  I mean it happens every now and then.  We have a 
great thing going as a family, but every now and then, we revert…in a big way.  And you know, I 
could be 41, but my sister becomes 13 and I’m 11, my little sister is 3, and it happens.  It’s crazy 
how it happens that way.  And I just saw the look in my father’s eyes when we were all sort of 
bickering and fighting.  And he was just so pained.  And when is he so happy?  When he sees 
that we need each other and we’re there for each other.  I know that.  He always tells us that. 
He feels like that’s when he can leave the world.  When he sees that we have each other’s back 
and we love each other.  That’s all he wants. 
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And I think that’s what our Father wants also.  So, I want to do this prayer session together, but 
before we start, in case there’s someone that can’t say on for whatever reason during this time, 
I want to take this opportunity to pray for all of you, to bless all of you with the holy words of 
Aaron, the High Priest of Israel. 
 
Aaronic blessing in Hebrew 
 
May HaShem bless and protect you.  May He shine His face towards you and be gracious to you.  
May He shine His face towards you and give you peace.  Amen. 
 
Ok, so here’s where we usually go to a song and say goodbye, but here’s where we’re going to 
sort of pick up the prayer requests and pray for each other.  And again, we haven’t done this 
before, so I want to hear your feedback and how we could do it better.  I was thinking it was 
going to be a little bit like an Amen party.  Have you ever heard what an Amen party is?  So you 
know what the word, Amen means.  Amen comes from the word emunah, which is translated 
often as faith.  But I was actually thinking this last Shabbat, over Shabbat, that really the best 
translation of emunah is not faith, but it’s faithfulness to a knowledge.  Right?  Faithfulness to a 
truth, to remain faithful to what you know is the truth that HaShem wants of you, even when 
the mood has passed in which you determined you were going to do it.  Anyways, so we say, 
“Amen,” when someone makes a blessing or blesses each other and everyone says, “Amen,” 
and they say, I too believe in this.  That speaks for my heart.   
 
So something that predominantly women do in Israel is that they come together and have an 
Amen party.  And what does that mean?  That they go around in a circle and everyone 
makes…they bless each other, or they make a blessing on a brownie or a piece of fruit, or 
whatever it is, and everyone says together, “Amen.”  And I’ve heard that it becomes…my wife 
tells me, that it’s just…for some reason people in the end, they are just in tears.  And they’re all 
saying, “Amen” for each other and strengthening each other and this one needs children and 
this one needs help and this one…and they’re all praying for each other.   
 
So, I thought it would be an Amen party, but then I was thinking maybe I should like present the 
prayer request and then we could have a moment and we all pray together.  You know, each of 
us on our own, and then we can pray and then we can say “Amen” to that.  I don’t know.  We’ll 
see how it goes.  But either way, let’s start here at no specific order.  I just started randomly 
taking this.   
 
Prayers 
 


